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Introduction and Background 

Agriculture continues to dominate livelihoods and 

employment for millions of Southern Africans.  

In 2009, six out of ten people living in the Southern 

African Development Community (SADC) countries 

resided in rural areas.  

The regionôs agricultural performance is a determining 

factor in the quality of life of over 150 million people.  

Agriculture remains a key sector in SADC and 

contributes 35% to the regional GDP and 13% of total 

export earnings.  



Introduction and Background 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth in the 

SADC region has been impressive since 2003, 

averaging well over 5% per year, slightly higher 

than the continent-wide level.  

Seven countries registered growth rates of 5% or 

higher in 2006/07, with Angola, Malawi and 

Mozambique performing especially well.  

Relatively poor performers by regional standards 

included Botswana, Lesotho, Mauritius, Swaziland 

and Zimbabwe .  

 



Continued: 

Agricultural Gross Domestic Product; for the SADC has 

performed poorly in recent years, with three exceptions 

(Angola, Tanzania and Mozambique). 

 

Agriculture in Lesotho, Mauritius and Zimbabwe registered 

negative growth between 2006 and 2008. Botswana and 

South Africa registered negative growth prior to this period, 

but reversed the trend in 2006/08. 

 

 Agricultural GDP growth in Namibia has remained 

unchanged since 2003. 



Continued 

The poor performance of the regionôs agricultural sectors is 
due to a stagnant agricultural productivity.  

 

Largely a result of insufficient investment in agriculture, 
poor access to agricultural inputs, poor access to markets, 
and low levels of technology development and use. 

 

 Other factors explaining the underlying low productivity 
include adverse climatic conditions, hunger and HIV/AIDS, 
as all of these threaten the livelihoods of farming 
households.  



Growth and Performance of the Agricultural Sector 

in the SADC Region  
Á African government in the 2003 Maputo Declaration on 

Agriculture and Food Security agreed to allocate at least 

10% of national budgetary resources to agricultural 

sectors. 

  

Á The goal is to achieve a 6 percent growth rate in 

agriculture.  

 

Á African Heads of State and Government endorsed 

CAADP as the framework for agricultural development 

in Africa.  



Continued 

Á CAADP consists of 4 investment pillars:  

 (i) extending the area under sustainable land management 

and reliable water control systems;  

 (ii) improving rural infrastructure and trade- related 

capacity for market access;  

 (iii) increasing food supply, reducing hunger, and 

improving risk management and crisis response; and  

 (iv) improving agricultural research and technology 

dissemination and adoption.  

 



 Trends in GDP in the SADC Region 
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GDP in SADC - 1990 - 2008
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Trends in Annual GDP Growth Rates in the SADC 

Region 
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Trends in Agricultural GDP in the SADC Region 
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Trends in Annual Agricultural GDP Growth Rates 

in the SADC Region 
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Continued: 

Agricultural growth rates have been both low and highly 
variable across the region, averaging only 2.6% per annum 
in the last decade.  

The Southern African region has made considerable 
economic gains since 1990. Overall SADCôs agriculture 
GDP growth rate has increased from an annual average 
growth rate of 3.2% in the 1990s to 7.1% in 2008.  

Although agricultural performance varies within and across 
countries, recent trends indicate an increase in agricultural 
GDP growth at the regional level.  

Zimbabwe has had negative growth in recent years with 
consecutive droughts and political instability having 
contributed to the poor performance.  



Towards the Progress of Achieving the 6 Percent 

Growth Rate 
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Small-Scale Agriculture as a Vehicle to 

Poverty Reduction for the Rural Populations 

in Sub-Sahara Africa. 

The importance of agriculture and increasing government 

spending for agriculture has been recognized by African 

leaders as a fundamental pre-requisite for achieving a 6 

percent annual growth rate in agricultural GDP, a goal that 

has been adopted by NEPAD through the Comprehensive 

African Agriculture Development Program (CAADP). 

 

African leaders called for a 10 percent budget allocation to 

agriculture by 2008, as part of the commitment to the 

MDG1 and (CAADP) goals.  
  

 



Continued 

Addressing food insecurity and poverty requires greater 

attention to smallholder agriculture. 

Focus on supporting small-scale farmers to ultimately 

become successful commercial farmers.  

Need to raise smallholder agricultural productivity on 

existing land. 

Lack of access to farmer support services and appropriate 

technology is a major reason for low productivity of 

smallholder agriculture. 

 

 



Continued. 

International Food Policy Research Institute IFPRI showed 

that promoting higher agricultural growth will be the key in 

reducing poverty, promoting overall economic growth and 

achieving the first Millennium Development Goals of 

halving the number of the poor people by 2015. 

Government spending, is one of the most direct and 

efficient methods of promoting higher agricultural growth, 

and reducing poverty yet agricultural spending in SADC is 

low. 

Africa still spends only 4-5 percent of its total budget on 

agriculture compared with 8-14 percent in Asia.   

 


